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Left to right: the Rev. Gildo Sanchez, Secretary of the 
Puerto Rico Agency, Dr. Paul Clarke and Dr. William 
W onderly, translators, discuss the revised Reina-Valera 
Bible, used throughout the Caribbean. 


N A recent issue of the Saturday Review, William 
Patterson has pointed out that we must soon face 
the fact that this hemisphere houses two cultures that 
still fail to understand each other. Aside from eco- 
nomic requirements in Latin America, there is an 
“urgent need for a spiritual and intellectual discourse 
among the Americas.”’ In pointing up this need, Mr. 
Patterson adds, ‘‘What is needed is a public square 
where leading citizens, teachers and students from all 
corners of the hemisphere can gather and get to know 
each other in an environment free of all prejudice.” 
The University of Puerto Rico in San Juan is sug- 
gested as the ideal setting for such a center. The na- 
tional cultures of North and South mingle easily in 
Puerto Rico in a creative partnership. 
_ This suggestion may seem to oversimplify; never- 
theless it concurs with my observations on a recent 
trip to Puerto Rico, Venezuela and Colombia. 

The distribution of the Scriptures has long been a 
joint activity of the American Bible Society and the 
national Societies and Agencies of Latin America 
engaged in the same task. Various cultural activities 
must likewise unite those who strive after more than 
technological and economic betterment. 

My personal dialogues began in Puerto Rico, 
where it was my privilege to preach at the Univer- 
sity Methodist Church in San Juan. 

In an interview with officers of the Puerto Rico 
Council of Churches, the Rev. Antonio Rodriguez 
and the Rev. Samuel Vélez gave a heartwarming 
impression of the enthusiasm and consecration of the 
evangelical Church on the Island. The Council has 
been conducting a program called “Operation Chris- 
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tian Impact” to inspire the evangelical Churches fo 
greater Christian witness in their community. Thi 
Bible Society has contributed 1,000 pocket Testa 
ments, 1,000 ‘‘La Palabra’ Testaments and 3,000 Pon 
tions to the campaign. It includes radio and televisioy 


_programs to which Secretary Gildo Sdnchez hai 


contributed his own and the Bible Society’s services 

The next two days were spent visiting the Inter 
American University in San German. The Societj 
is assisting in the religious life of the campus throug} 
the distribution of Scripture and Bible Reading list 
placed in literature racks in many locations there. 

At Caracas, Venezuela we were met not only bi 
Secretary Kenneth Bystrom and his assistant Ton 
Johnson, but by six soldiers and two tanks. We wert 
informed a general strike had been anticipated, and 
the soldiers were there as a precaution. Following ; 
discussion on Scripture distribution, the Secretar? 
reviewed the story of six colportage workshops. Stai 
tistics showed that 100 volunteers visited homes in ter 
city blocks in one rural area, within sixteen hour 
placing 84 Bibles, 88 Testaments and 3,312 Portions 
Mr. Bystrom reported, ‘‘Wherever we Conducted thesé 
workshops, we stressed not the sale but the use @ 
the Scriptures as tools in evangelism.” 

After conversations with Executive Secretary Aris} 
tomeno Porras in Colombia, now a new full Agence? 
area, I visited the Lutheran Bible Institute in Bogota 
and discussed the results of the various distribution 
campaigns (see page 104). 

In the light of such experiences and conversations 
it becomes increasingly clear that there is an urgen 
need for spiritual and intellectual discourse betweet 
the Americas. Never before has the réle of the Bibl! 
Societies been so vital in providing spiritual meetins 
places as at this hour. 
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RAZIL is a huge country, about as big as conti- 
nental United States, including ‘Alaska. The 
population figure stands at sixty-five million and is 
ncreasing at the rate of a million every seven\months. 
ost of the people live along the coast, but thérewis 
a definite trend toward the interior. This has been 
accelerated by the construction of Brasilia, the new 
apital. Literacy is increasing; schools are being built. 
The evangelical churches have also been asked to 
provide schools for children unaccommodated by 
tate schools, so aside from the increase in popula- 
tion, the Brazil Bible Society has to extend its efforts 
0 take care of people who are learning to read. 
There is a tremendous demand for books, and we 
ant to give them the Bible. If they don’t get it, they 
ill read something else. Bookstores do a big trade in 
Shilosophical and psychological books; many of our 
Bibles are sold in bookstores. 
We think the best thing that has been accomplished 
ere lately is the publication of the new revision of 
he Bible. We had Bibles before, in the older orthog- 
aphy that was officially changed sixteen years ago, 
0 we had to bring the Bible up to date. This Bible 
was so well received that we have not been able to 
meet the demand, with presses running day and 
ight. Nearly 400,000 copies were printed, though 
yur budget allowed for only 200,000, so we surely 
vant to thank the American Bible Society and the 
3ritish and Foreign Bible Society for the extra help. 
Paper must be imported, and the government sub- 
idizes paper for books, so that every publisher has a 
juota. All quotas were reduced this year, but we were 
ible to convince the government that we were bene- 
iting the country by publishing Bibles, and our quota 
\ jas increased; but we had to use up the paper this 
rear in order to preserve our quota for next year. 
In order to increase distribution, because of the 
remendous distances we have established new re- 
ional depositories; now we have six of these, located 
rom the extreme north to the extreme south: It 
akes months, for example, to send a shipment of 
sibles from Rio de Janeiro to Belem do Parar. Our 
society is comparatively new, and we have all the 
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problems of developing our operating machinery, to 
increase both production and local contributions. We 
still cannot print de /uxe editions, though there is a 
heavy, demand for thent. We have some difficulty 
with customs, as Brazil has strict regulations to pro- 
tect home industry. ‘Fransportation is still a problem, 
but our new regional.offices are sure to help. In ad- 
dition to the perman¢gnt membership campaign, the 
Bible Sunday campaign, the special offerings and the 
individual contributions, we are collecting all scrap 
that can{be turned.into money for the work of the 
Bible Society, using the slogan, “‘Don’t throw it away 


—transform it into Bibles.”” We are busy collecting 
iron, metal, glass, paper and the like to be sold in 
local communities, the proceeds to be given to the 


Bible Societ 

One man gave the Bible Society a generous con- 
tribution. The) young \Jady who went to collect it 
asked what denomination-he belonged to. He re- 
plied, ‘‘None.”’ She-then asked why he offered money 
for distribution of the Bible, a religious book, since 
he did not belong to any church. He said, “Young 
lady, Brazil has so many problems and is developing 
so fast and is so in need of people of good moral char- 
acter, of integrity and honesty, that I decided to offer 
some money to spread this Book, which in the spirit 
of Christ makes people more sane, more honest, and 
better citizens.” 
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Mr. Charles W. Baas, A.B.S. Treasurer (right), 


discusses the newly proposed Bible House in Mexico 
City with Mr. Fred Denton, Latin America Consultant. 


100 


Colporteurs throughout Latin America distribute 
Scriptures for the Bible Society. Here a newly 
literate rural worker receives the Word. 


SEPTEMBER 1961 


REPORT ON THE 
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Assistant Secretary, Overseas Department 
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Following her recent visit to A.B.S. offices in the 
Caribbean, Miss Ball sent the following notes. 


‘d 
‘Panama 

_ In Panama the Bible House has been a 
symbol of Christianity throughout the 
years. Scriptures in many languages 
Have long been available here for those 
wnose journeys take them through the 
Canal Zone. 


Costa Rica 

In Costa Rica the Protestants have 
made great strides. It was assuring to 
visit an orphanage, a television station, 
the Spanish Language School, a Bible 
Seminary and to see how much of the ac— 
tivities involved are motivated by the 
Holy Scriptures. 


Honduras 

z The countryside in Honduras was bleak, 
but after boarding a jeep with eight 
others and being taken to the top of a 
mountain where a Bible institute flour-— 
ishes, the atmosphere changed. Here are 
students taking a firm stand for Chris— 
tianity, some against their families' 
wishes; they want to explain the Bible 
to their countrymen. 


Guatemala 
In Guatemala the distribution of the 


Scriptures has been rising steadily over 
the past few years. The Bible Society 
provides Scriptures for Guatemala not 
only in Spanish, but also in Six slocas 
Indian languages. One of the high lights 
of the trip was a visit to the Quiché 
Bible Institute, where about fifty Indian 
young people are studying. In order to 
pay for their tuition they maintain a 
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productive farm, the operations of which 
are carried out in somewhat primitive 
fashion. What a humbling experience it 
was to stand before that student body and 
try through an interpreter to express 
gratitude to these Indian students who 
had given their annual tithe to the Bible 
Society. They had asked the American Bi- 
ble Society to see that it be used to 
provide Scriptures for people in the 
troubled Congo area. These Indian Chris— 
tians, having found strength in their own 
reading of the Scriptures, wanted to be 
sure that individuals in far-off Africa 
would also have the Word of God in their 
own languages. 

Mexico 

In Mexico City the Bible Society has 
an up—to—date store on a busy street, 
which attracts many passers-by. In Mexi- 
co the demand for Scriptures continues to 
increase, and almost 180,000 volumes have 
been distributed during the first six 
MONTHS Ol NLS year. 

Had you been able to accompany me to 
these areas in the Caribbean, I am cer— 
tain you would also want to help supply 
the multitudes in Latin America with 
God's Word. 

It is vital to get the Scriptures to 
Latin America. Already in some countries 
customs regulations and high duties are 
making this difficult. If the millions 
there are to be given a chance for the 
future, we must accelerate our efforts in 
bringing them the Scriptures. 


IOI 


eles American Bible Society announces the follow- 
ing changes, which became effective July 1, 1961: 

Eastern Regional Office, has been established in 
Washington, D.C. under the supervision of Secre- 
tary Ivan L. Bennett, who has been appointed Re- 
gional Executive Secretary. The Rev. Dale R. Lau 
is Distribution Secretary for denominational distri- 

bution programs and assistant to Chaplain Bennett. 
__ Offices have been transferred to Washington, D.C. 
from Atlanta, Georgia (including the depository), 
Richmond, Virginia and Birmingham, Alabama. 

The Dallas, ‘Texas office and depository have been 
transferred to Chicago, Illinois. 

The following transfers of personnel became effec- 
tive on the same date: Secretary James E. Jones, 
formerly of the Birmingham, Alabama office, is now 
a Secretary for Special Ministries, with offices in the 
nation’s Capital. Secretary K. L. Brazil, formerly of 
the Richmond office, is now a Secretary for Special 
Ministries and located in Chicago, Illinois. 
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Kentucky is now made part of the Eastern Region; 
Nebraska and Kansas, part of the Central Region. : 

Secretary I. Stuart McElroy, Jr. of the former; 
Richmond, Virginia office has retired after twenty-; 
five years of distinguished service. | 

Secretary T. Newton Wise, formerly of the Atlanta, | 
Georgia office, has resigned to assume the pastorate 
of the First Methodist Church in Plant City, Florida. 

The new regional organization into three offices 
Eastern, Central, Western and Pacific—will enable} 
the Society to serve more efficiently the Scripture} 
needs of the fifty United States of America. : 

The complete listing of Offices and Secretaries ap-} 
peared in the June 1961 issue of the Bible Society} 
magazine, the Record. Next month’s issue will carry} 
in detail the new organizational patterns for national | 


: 
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The following boundary changes are now in effect: distribution of the Scriptures. 
ee ee aa ee See ee 
Che First Complete English Bible 


I383 A.D. 


y WAN ees John Wyclif and others completed the 
first English translation of the entire Bible 
from the Latin Vulgate, the church authorities 
did all they could to destroy it. Copies had to be 
written by hand and in secret. Wyclif distributed 
parts of them to his followers, called Lollards, 
who traveled all over England, reading them to 
the people. Many who read and listened were 
punished, and some were burned at the stake. 
“Wyclif himself died in 1384, before he could 
be punished, but in 1428, at the direction: of 
church authorities, his body was dug up and 
burned. The ashes were thrown into a nearby 
stream. 

“The Wyclif Bible, despite persecutions, was 
widely used throughout the fifteenth century. 
Some people paid the equivalent of more than 
two hundred dollars for a complete Bible, and 
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ters from a single Bible Book.” 

This item and fifteen other short stories from 
the history of the English Bible are now avail- : 
able together in a color booklet, “Our Most 
Precious Heritage,” at twenty cents; for ten or ) 
more, at fifteen cents a copy. The pictures used 
in this booklet are also available in a four-part | 

i 


: 

; 
others would give a load of hay for a few chap- | 
: ; : 

; 


color filmstrip for fifteen dollars with a 33% 
rpm record, script and teacher’s guide. With- 
out the record the price is twelve dollars. 


Bible Book Club 


By the Rev. Melvin E. Soltau, Regional Distribution Secretary 


ow many times have you intended to read the 
Bible from cover to cover? Perhaps you got 
bogged down in sections you did not understand. 
The American Bible Society now offers a plan 
through your church or other sponsoring organization 
to help you read the complete Bible in one year. By 


reading only fifteen minutes a day this can be done. 


: 
: 


| 


Membership in the Bible Book Club is offered to 


you only through your church or other sponsoring 


organization. At intervals you will receive from your 
pastor a pocket edition of a Book or Books of the 
Bible. Three chapters are to be read each day, with 
five on Sunday. You keep your own scoring chart. 
What does membership cost? The total cost of 
$4.50 includes 39 pocket editions, helpful leaflets, an 


attractive plastic holder, a presentation Bible and an 


achievement certificate, plus costs of handling. The 
nominal cost is in line with the Society’s policy of 
making Scriptures available below cost. 

May I use my own Bible? Yes! However, the ad- 
vantage of using pocket editions will become readily 


er. 


apparent. Their small size will enable you to carry 
them in pocket or purse; you can read them on bus 
or train. You will feel kinship with other readers in 
your church reading the same chapter the same day. 

Why is this plan offered only through the church 
or other sponsoring organization? Experience has 
proved that Bible reading should be guided and in- 
terpreted to be effective. Your minister will make 
suggestions to help you understand fully what you 
read. ‘The church may elect to have classes and dis- 
cussion groups to help you further. 

At the conclusion of the course you will receive a 
presentation Bible suitably inscribed by a Secretary 
of the American Bible Society and your pastor. You 
have then become a member of that select group of 
Christian people who have read the entire Bible. 
You will always look on this experience as one of the 
high points in your life. Write to: 

American Bible Society 
310 N. Michigan Avenue 
Chicago 1, Illinois 
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HE widespread use of Spanish and 

Portuguese presents cultural and lin- 
guistic unities of massive proportions, with 
corresponding challenges in the vast area 
from Cuba to Chile. The significance of 
this unity is clearly illustrated by the eager 
acceptance of the new revision of the 
Portuguese de Almeida Bible in 1959 
and of the revision of the Spanish Reina- 
Valera Bible in 1960. This unity has en- 
abled the evangelical Churches in twenty- 
three Latin American nations to move 
forward with the fervor of first-century 
Christianity. It is a Bible-centered evan- 
gelism that enlists every member of the 
Church in personal witness and sharing 
of the Gospel message. Here the fruit of a 
“Bible believer” is a “‘Bible sharer.”’ 

In Brazil, for example, most churches 
have preaching outposts and daughter 
congregations, often with laymen in 
charge. Youth organizations and wom- 
en’s societies are active, and there is much 
other lay participation. Remarkable en- 
thusiasm for Scripture distribution cam- 
paigns has resulted. In a single commun- 
ity, for example, 26 local churches co- 
operated in distributing 7,700 Scriptures 
in one week; and in another community, 
one church with 30 members provided 33 
people for a campaign, many of whom 
left their secular activities to give a whole 
week to the selling of Scriptures. In col- 
portage campaigns in Brazil 23 percent 
of the members of each church partici- 
pated, with one sale realized for every 
four contacts made. It was found that 
efficiency in selling depended primarily 
on technical preparation, knowledge of 
the Bible and personal interest and abili- 
ty. The first two of these attributes often 
made up for lack of ability. The best 
results were obtained when emphasis was 
laid on the quality of a campaign rather 


than on the quantity of Scriptu 
tributed. In figures this meant th 
than half of the total circulation i 
was the result of the colportage 
churches. 

In Nicaragua this activity to 
form of ‘Evangelism in Depth.” Fi 
months an intensive evangelistic 
was made in which the chief & 
was on mobilizing individuals f 
sonal visitation. As many as 5,000 
met nightly, largely as the result 0 
groups of Christians witnessing a 
tributing Scriptures. 

In Colombia fourteen campaign} 
were conducted from June to Nové 
in which 86,000 Scriptures wer 
tributed. They proved so successft 
requests from still non-parti¢i 
churches have made it necessary 
similar programs through Dece 
1961. “A Manual for the Sower,” & 
edited by Executive Secretary Arist; 
Porras, outlines for instructors the 
ization and conduct of a campaig 
edition of 5,000 is being distribu 
the pastors and churches in Cold 
Here Bible Sunday became Bible Sf 
Day. In addition to posters, poems, ¢ 
and other material, a circular was } 
all the churches suggesting that 
member devote some time to pd 
evangelism. On Bible Sunday eae 
ber was encouraged to purchast 
make a gift of a Gospel Portion. Tf 
sult was that 70,000 Gospels were 
in the hands of 70,000 people, wit 
sonal witness. 

In Argentina this will be the em 
“Ano de Colportaje . . . El Libré 
Todos’’—the Year of Colportage at 
Book for Everyone. This new prog? 
colportage was actually started la 
in the conviction that the door-t 
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od is still the most effective means of 
ling the people of Argentina. These 
nly a few cases of the Bible-centered 
Zelistic thrust of the evangelical 
ches in Latin America. Similar pro- 
s have been successful in varying 
pes in Puerto Rico, Cuba, Guate- 
Mexico, Foncuras Belivin Chile, 
dor and Peru. 

is mainstream of activity of the 
belical Church also found other out- 
or the Bible message, such as the 
quake disaster in Chile, which 
d out the finest spirit of cooperation; 
G Churches were indeed united by 
ond of love and mercy toward the 
le of Chile. One of the first requests 
ritual food came from a Salvation 
; Brigadier, to whom ten thousand 
tures were immediately dispatched, 
more sent as the need arose. Each 
parcel also contained a Portion of 
Bread of Life.” 

om various Latin American coun- 
come the following testimonies: 

rto Rico: ““The reaction to the dis- 
ion plans submitted to the pastors 
shurches has been enthusiastic, and 
s exceed the stock I have. I have 
ed Portions to penitentiaries, hos- 
, homes for children and for the 
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exico: “Plans for the new Bible House 
Moproved, and present headquar- 
Bedernized and enlarged to stock an 
uate supply of Scriptures. A ten- 
circulation goal of 7,085,000 Scrip- 
/was approved by the Advisory 


eal ” 
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livia: “There has been an increase of 
est in literacy and literature among 
ymara people of Bolivia. To meet 
reed 5,000 copies of the Christmas 
in Aymara were produced to bridge 
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the gap between the first steps in reading 
of the New Testament.” 

Argentina: “‘In October 1958 Sr. An- 
tonio Parisi, colporteur, was selling 
Scriptures in the high Andes of north- 
western Argentina. He visited individual 
homes, where small groups gathered to 
hear the Bible read. Two years later he 
returned and discovered a staunch group 
of believers. A congregation was organ- 
ized, with a church in a nearby village 
giving pastoral care.” 

Cuba: ‘‘We do not have a single Christ- 
mas Portion remaining. This means that 
we have distributed with happiness all 
the 100,000 we received.” 

On the semi-tropical slopes of the 
Andes in Ecuador, a number of farmers 
from the highlands were seeking to de- 
velop homesteads. They had no knowl- 
edge of the Bible and, of course, no Bible. 
One of these farmers came to the big city 
of Quito, where he heard and believed 
the Gospel and bought a Bible. When he 
returned to the Chaco, he showed and 
talked about a wonderful book called the 
Bible. One of his companions became 
deeply interested and bought it for two 
bottles of aguardiente. Thus that Bible 
changed ownership. Luis, the new own- 
er, not only read and accepted the mes- 
sage, but began to tell his friends and 
neighbors of the treasure. After four years 
there is a congregation of over forty be- 
lievers in that place. 

Thus the Word is at work in Latin 
America—Lands of Opportunity. 


*This article is reprinted from the Board of Mana- 
gers’ Report, “The Word for the World.” The Re- 
port, printed in a new illustrated format, is available 
upon receipt of fifty cents to cover postage and han- 
dling. Address requests to: American Bible Society, 
440 Park Avenue South, New York 16, N.Y. 


By Bishop Michael Hollis of the Church of South India 


N event of great importance for the history, the 
A religion and the literature of the whole English- 
speaking world—is the 350th Anniversary of the 
King James Version of the Bible. 

Nowhere in Asia has the Bible been so basic in the 
literary and intellectual development of peoples as it 
is for those who speak English as their mother tongue. 
Under the impact of independence, many national 
languages are reaching out into new areas of thought, 
meeting new needs, helping to develop new capaci- 
ties. Within many a newly independent land the 
speech of today is, in content and in style, different 
from that in use fifty years ago. In many nations there 
have been compressed into a single lifetime political 
and social developments it has taken the West a mil- 
lennium or more to evolve. Their languages have 
moved with them; literature has ceased to be the 
preserve of an intellectual élite and has become the 
concern of the ordinary man and woman. 

All over Asia and Africa there are millions of new 
literates every year. They need material to read and 
will read only what is direct, simple and relevant. 
Not only are they reading; they are being encouraged 
to write, to express themselves and their concerns. 
Literature is being purified and enriched by the more 
direct simplicities of daily speech. The Bible offered 
them must not repel them by a style that belongs 
to a vanished world of privilege, but must speak to 
them in their idiom of today. It was not a Christian 
but a Hindu, a top Government official, who, at a 
reception for the members of the Madras Diocesan 
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Council early in the year, spoke of ‘‘the need of the 
Church to make itself truly Indian and to have the 
Bible retranslated into more modern Tamil.” (In fact, 
a new Tamil Bible has just been published.) 


For Kerala the revision of the Bible in Malayalam | 


is under way, and work is also beginning in Ceylon 
on the existing Sinhalese version. In all these activi- 
ties the Bible Society of India and Ceylon is working 


in the closest cooperation with the British and For- 
eign Bible Society, with the American Bible Society 


and with similar organizations in other countries. 
It is vital that in the new India of today Christians 
take their place in the full stream of national de- 
velopment, cultural no less than political. In spite 
of outstanding exceptions, Christian literature, in 
the languages of South India at least, is not highly 
regarded, and “‘Christian’’? Tamil has become some- 
thing of a byword. The Bible influences and will con- 
tinue to influence the speech, the thinking and the the- 
ological vocabulary of Christians in India more than 
any other book. It is therefore the more important 
that the versions which Christians use be as appeal- 
ing as the labors of devoted scholars can make them. 

Literacy by itself, however, is not enough. Literacy 
Opens men’s minds; the future of the world depends 
on what fills them. In that work the Bible Societies 
play a part of immeasurable influence. In the last 
fifteen years some six hundred million people have 
passed out of the rule of Western powers and are now 
citizens of independent states. The old colonialism is, 
except for a few relics, dead. The nations of the world 
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lave had to rethink their relation- 
ships. Paternalism, even if benev- 
olent in intention and wise in pol- 
cy, is no longer tolerable’to peo- 
ples with new-won freedom. They 
pare sensitive—it may seem to 
some in the West, too sensitive— 
O patronizing superiority that 
laims to know what is good for 
hem better than they know them- 
selves. They will cooperate, but 
hey will not accept dictation, 


however well-meant. If financial 
aid involves infringement on their 
autonomy, they will refuse it. The 
future of the world depends in 
eat measure on the extent to 
vhich the once imperial powers 
accept this truth, not only at the 
levels of official pronouncement, 
but in formal negotiations and in 
informal contacts. It is not enough 
© want to help the peoples of 
Asia and Africa; they must know 
hat they are being helped to help 
themselves, and that they are 
playing a serious part in deciding 
what help is needed and how it 
s to be given. 

That being true politically, it 
is no less true in the sphere of 
Church relations. Wherever politi- 
al colonialism is dead or dying, 
here is no place for ecclesiastical 
olonialism. Queen Victoria is as 
dead as the Queen of Sheba, and 
Asian or African Christians are 
mo more ready to submit to 
decisions made about and for 
em in New York or London 
han are the independent Asian 
or African nations themselves. 
[The United Bible Societies or- 
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ganization is a landmark in the 
history of Bible Society work. 
Delegates meet there not as 
richer or poorer, learned or ill- 
educated with a wealth of tradi- 
tion or as newcomers—but meet 
in Christ to share in the produc- 
tion and distribution of the Scrip- 
tures. There, through the Holy 
Spirit given to all with undistin- 
guishing regard, they can plan to- 
gether how the resources which 


are God’s gift—resources of de- 
votion and scholarship, of organ- 
izational ability and_ technical 
skill, of wealth and equipment— 
may most effectively be used for 
the common purpose with which 
God has entrusted us. There, just 
because they are in Christ and so 
have resources of which the world 
knows nothing, they ought to be 
able to demonstrate in action that 
responsible partnership without 
which there can be no true prog- 
ress and no lasting peace. In the 
past Christians of Asia and Africa 
have at times been made to feel 
as if God had no direct line to 
them, but must speak through 
London or Edinburgh, New York 
or Berlin. That never ought to 
have been true. It is today of in- 
calculable importance that the 
Boards and Societies in the West, 
with their Secretaries and com- 
mittees, be aware of this danger, 
and that all our structures and 
procedures be overhauled, and 
redesigned where necessary, sO as 
to express not the relations of 
fifty years ago, but the relations of 
today and tomorrow. There are 


unquestionably areas where there 
is a more real and effective part- 
nership in responsibility on the 
level of international relations 
than there is in the sphere of the 
common Christian task. That 
plainly must come to an end. 
This ending calls for real humility 
on both sides. It will not hap- 
pen all at once. There is no 
guarantee that mistakes will not 
be made. But God remains in 


Partnership 


Substance of an address given at the Annual Meeting on May 11, 1961 


control and sometimes teaches us 
more by our failures than by our 
successes. 

We who are Christ’s disciples, 
from whatever race we come and 
in whatever land we live, share in 
that one eternal purpose of God 
by which He sent His Son to save 
the world because He loves it. ‘To 
every one of us Christ says: “‘As 
my Father has sent me, even so 
send I you.” To every one of us 
He has spoken these words: **Re- 
ceive ye the Holy Spirit.”’ In that 
same Holy Spirit let us thank God 
for all that the Bible has meant 
over the years in the fulfilling of 
His saving purpose; we thank 
Him for the gift of it in our own 
language, and particularly in 
these days for the King James 
Version, which has played and is 
playing so great a part in life. Let 
us rejoice in God’s blessing on the 
work of the American Bible Soci- 
ety and in its cooperation with 
the other Bible Societies. Let us 
pledge ourselves to continued sup- 
port of this work and to the task 
of drawing many more to share in 
it by praying and by giving. 
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. 5 aic Government of Indonesia will soon place an embargo on all 
| books in local languages to strengthen the economy of the 


country Indonesian Churches are pleading for ere 


of Scriptures before December, 1961. 


bs ot Society can meet this 


rt need a aon your gift today. 
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Your Bible Society seldom cries 


EMERGENCY! 


We make every effort to avoid special appeals. The last time, early 
in 1957, it was for a supply of Scriptures for Hungarian refugees. 


Now, once again we cannot avoid asking for your help. Early 
this year we strained our resources to send large supplies of Spanish 
Scriptures to Cuba while the door was still open. To this day, grateful 
reports continue to tell of the helpfulness of this effort. 


Meanwhile another emergency developed in the Congo, and un- 
expectedly large supplies of Scriptures were requested and shipped. 
In times of crisis the calls for the printed Word of God increase. 
We do not have the funds to meet so many extraordinary demands. As 
a result, on July 1 the Society was operating at a substantial deficit for 
the first six months of 1961. 


A friendly Indonesian Government has found it necessary to 
forbid the import of all books in the languages of Indonesia. Starting 
in 1962, this must include Scriptures. Churches are therefore pleading 
for much greater quantities of Scriptures as well as for printing presses, 
and trained personnel to operate them, so that the Word of God 
can continue to thrive in their nation. In faith your Society is printing 
50,000 Toba Batak Bibles, 30,000 Javanese Bibles and is providing 
funds to help sister Societies print more than 100,000 Bibles in Indo- 
nesian languages. To meet these needs the Society must have an addi- 
tional fund of at least $250,000. 


A gift of $5.00 or more from every friend of the Society will 
continue the flow of Scriptures to areas of crises. Will you prayerfully 
give what you can? We believe our wonderful Bible Society family 
will again respond generously in a time of emergency. Your contribu- 
tion can be sent through your church or directly to the Society in the 
handy envelope attached here for your convenience. Mail it todiy! 


lot’ J ngba 


ROBERT T. TAYLOR 
Executive Secretary 
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Published Continuously Since 1818 


A Journal Dedicated to the Wider Distri- 
bution and Use of the Holy Scriptures 


The American Bible Society, established 
in 1816, is the missionary agency of your 
Church for translating, publishing, dis- 
tributing and encouraging the use of the 
Holy Scriptures around the world. 


Editors: ‘THE SECRETARIES 
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Important Meetings 


June Meeting 
of the Board 


The Board of Managers met on June 1, 
President Burke in the Chair. Devotions 
were led by Secretary Nida. 


A memorial minute concerning the late 
Marry P. Converse of Louisville, Kentucky, 
a Vice-President since 1918, was adopted. 


The Committees for 1961-62 were ap- 
pointed. By-law amendments enlarging one 
Committee and adjusting the duties of two 
others were adopted. The resignation of 
Dr. Gilbert Darlington as Investment Of- 
ficer was accepted with much regret, and he 
was named a Consultant. 


The Rev. Dr. John McCombe, Jr., now 
Fraternal Secretary in Japan, was appoint- 
ed an Associate Secretary at Headquarters. 
Mr. Robert L. Eldredge, Controller, was 
elected Assistant Treasurer. Provision was 
made for extra publication for Indonesia, 
where after Dec. 31, import of books in 
Indonesian languages is prohibited. 


The Rey. Dr. A. E. Inbanathan, General 
Secretary of the Bible Society of India and 
Ceylon, and Secretaries-designate Fritz 
Fontus (Haiti), M. A. Knott (Liberia), and 
Addison Eastman (Thailand) were intro- 
duced and addressed the Board. 


BE SURE TO READ MISS 
MARGARET T. HILLS’ 
ARTICLE ON THE CHOL 
NEW TESTAMENT IN 
THE OCTOBER RECORD. 
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Because of limited space we print here 
only a few of many letters received recent- 
ly. To the writers of letters not printed, our 
grateful thanks. 


*‘T have secured much help and inspira- 
tion both for myself and our people from 
the Record. 

“T refer especially to Dr. Schweitzer’s ar- 
ticle on ‘How We Read the Bible in the 
Jungle,’ and also the one on ‘How to 
Read the Bible’ by Dr. Bonnell. 

“These are so refreshing and needful for 
pastor and congregation. I hope you can 
continue to include such articles. You are 
to be commended. 

Yours in Christ, 

Rev. John W. Tennyson 
The First Baptist Church 
Ionia, Michigan” 


I have enclosed a check for Bibles where 
needed most, and also a gift from my niece. 
The reason I mention this gift is that a 
story is connected with it. 

My niece, Evelyn Culver, is now resting 
at home with a chest condition. Last year 
she was hospitalized for some weeks. A 
lovely lady from the American Bible So- 
ciety passed through this hospital, distribut- 
ing Scriptures. She kindly gave Evelyn her 
favorite Scripture, the Psalms. I just wanted 
you to know how happy Evelyn was to read 
the Psalms. She asked me if I would also 
send you a gift from her in return. 

Pray for Evelyn’s speedy recovery. We 
all know the conscientious work your So- 
ciety is doing. Thank you very much. 

Sincerely yours, 
(Miss) Esther L. Harlow 


Just this note to express felicitations on 
the attractive 145th Annual Report of the 
Board of Managers which came to my desk 
this morning. It is graphically presented in 
a most acceptable way. It seems to me that 
the report will get much wider reading 
than in the format of earlier years. Hence I 
wanted to extend to you our congratula- 
tions. 

Sincerely yours, 
Raymond M. Veh 
Editor, Builders 
Harrisburg, Pa. 


Will you please enter my son’s name in 
your Book of Remembrance—S/Sgt. Sam- 
uel Ellis Adams. He was one of the crew of 
the “‘Lady Be Good,” lost in the African 
desert, April 4, 1943, World War II. They 
were missing for seventeen years and their 
remains were found last year. 

Mrs. Lucy Mae Adams 
Eureka, Illinois. 


Editor’s Note 


Copies of the Board of Managers’ Report 
are still available for only fifty cents. Ad- 
dress requests to: American Bible Society, 
440 Park Avenue, South, New York 16, 
N.Y. 
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Let the word-of — 
Christ dwell in 
you richly in all 
wisdom... 
Colossians 3:16 
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ID LOVIDE DEDORY 


of Those Who Are Here Named, the Word of God Is Sent into All the World 


IN MEMORY OF GIVEN BY 


Miss Margaret Anderson 
Mrs. Bessie Smith 
Mr. Frank Cerchia 


Ars. Katherine Anderson 


Liss Ruth Barrett 
eV. 


ev. J. O. Campbell Mrs. J. O. Campbell 

Jara Allan Coykendale Mr. C. F. Coykendale 

Liss Anna Drake Mrs. Walter E. Brady 
Rev. Raymond J. Foster 


4 Sara M. Foster 


r. Harry E. Ginther Mrs. Harry E. Ginther 

fr. Larry Craig Joy Mrs. Anna M. Joy 
r.and Mrs.G.H. Krone Mrs. Leonard Albers 
rie Klyn Mrs. Hilda J. Klyn 


rs. Elsie Mae Lapp Mr. Andrew F. Lapp 


EMORIAL GiFts to the American Bible Society in 
amounts of $10 or more will be recorded in a beau- 
ul morocco leather-bound Book of Remembrance, 
ominently displayed on a memorial desk on the first 
or of the Bible House in New York. 
This memorial book will record the donor’s name and 
name of the loved one who is memorialized. If desired, 
special designation for the use of the gift may be entered 
part of the memorial statement in the book. Gifts of 
y dollars or more will be announced in the Record. 


ine Rev. I. S. McEL- 
L Roy, JR. retired from ~ 
»e American Bible Soci- 
y on July 1, 1961 after 25 
ears of Histeaished serv- 
e. A minister of the Pres- 
yterian Church in the 
mited States, he joined 
i Society in 1936 as a 
istrict Secretary with re- 
onsibility for the work in 
e former South Atlantic 
istrict. Mr. McElroy is a graduate of Union Theo- 
gical Seminary at Richmond, Virginia (1918), and 
as pastor at Rutherfordton, North Carolina for six 
one half years before coming to the Society. 

a 1918 he was married to the former Miss Alice 
Hilson, a niece of ex-President Woodrow Wilson. 
r. McElroy has the distinction of being the only 
inister married in the White poe Mr. and Mrs. 
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IN MEMORY OF 


Mr. William P. Magruder 
Miss Elizabeth Shields McKee 
Rev. Wm. H. Owen, Jr. 
Mrs. Louise Riedel 

Mrs. Alice B. Robinson 
Mrs. Ida J. Santee 

Mrs. Clara A. Schafer 
Mr. Henry Schneider 

1st Lt. John Lee Smith, Jr. 
Mrs. Selma Thormahlen 
Mr. Henry C. Whitney 


GIVEN BY 


Mrs. Gertrude L. Magruder 
Dr. J. Hester Hayne 

The Hayward Family 
Miss Elizabeth Riedel 
Mr. H. A. Robinson 
Miss Clara N. Santee 
Miss Berniece M. Schafer 
Mrs. E. A. Schneider 
Mr. John Lee Smith 
Mrs. M. O’Connell 
Frances G. Whitney 


If You Wish to Memorialize the Name of a Loved One 


When these memorial gifts are made to the Society, an 
In Memoriam card bearing the names of the memorialized 
and the donor is sent at once to the bereaved family. The 
gift is consecrated to the ministry of providing the Scrip- 
tures in many languages to all mankind. 

The Society furnishes special memorial gift forms, gladly 
sent upon request. Friends of the Society are invited to 
write for these forms. Requests may be directed to the Rev. 
A. Paul Wright, American Bible Society, 440 Park Avenue 
South, New York 16, New York. 


Seely PICEIOY Retires 


McElroy were appointed as missionaries to Japan by 
the Presbyterian U.S. Board of Foreign Missions 
and served there from 1919 to 1924. 

During his 25 years with the Society, he was re- 
sponsible for the distribution of more than nine mil- 
lion copies of Scripture. Recently the General As- 
sembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States adopted the following resolution, honoring Mr. 
McElroy: 

“That the Assembly note with gratitude the dis- 
tinguished service rendered the church by the Rev. 
I. Stuart McElroy of the Presbytery of King’s Moun- 
tain, who, after twenty-five years as an official of the 
American Bible Society in our midst, relinquishes his 
responsibilities under the rules of retirement; and 
that the Assembly commend him most fraternally for 
his leadership in every enterprise that exalts the 
translation and use of the Holy Scriptures; and that 
he be assured of the Assembly’s good wishes in the 
years ahead.” 
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TAX-FREE 
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for yourself and loved one 


Investment advisors who have investigated 9... Large income tax deduction. On a $10,000 


this plan for others have been known to holding it may be as much as $6458 the first | 
invest in it themselves because of its extra- year. 3 
ordinary advantages! Developed by the 


3. \icior reduction in estate and inheritance 
145-year-old American Bible Society as a / ; 


means of furthering its world-wide Bible 
distribution, it offers: 4. The persona’ satissaction of investing where ¢ 


taxes. 


your money serves man’s spiritual needs 
while providing one or more of your loved 
ones with a secure income for life. = 


LA tax-free, secure income for life with no 
management fees, no extras to pay—no legal 
or administrative charges for transfer of in- 
come to survivor. Write today for further details. 


AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY, Dept. 9BSR-61 
440 Park Avenue South, New York 16, N.Y. 
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